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UNCLAS STATE 187912 

USEEC/USOECD 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: FLORENCE AGREEMENT PROTOCOL ANNEX E: ARTICLES FOR 
THE HANDICAPPED 

1 . WASHINGTON AGENCIES ARE PREPARING TO SUBMIT TO CONGRESS 
THE "NAIROBI PROTOCOL"' TO THE FLORENCE AGREEMENT. ANNEX 
E(II) OF THE PROTOCOL PROVIDES THAT ADHERENTS SHALL GRANT 
DUTY FREE TREATMENT FOR "ALL MATERIALS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR THE EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL ADVANCEMENT OF 
OTHER (I.E., OTHER THAN BLIND) PHYSICALLY OR MENTALLY 
HANDICAPPED PERSONS, DIRECTLY IMPORTED BY INSTITUTIONS OR 
ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED WITH THE EDUCATION OF, OR ASSISTANCE 
TO, SUCH PERSONS, APPROVED BY THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES OF 
THE IMPORTING COUNTRY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DUTY-FREE ENTRY OF 
THESE TYPES OF ARTICLES, PROVIDED THAT EQUIVALENT OBJECTS 
ARE NOT BEING MANUFACTURED IN THE IMPORTING COUNTRY." 

2. IMPLEMENTING LEGISLATION FOR THIS ANNEX WILL REQUIRE 
ADDITIONAL SPECIFICITY WITH REGARD TO SEVERAL OF ITS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PROVISIONS. AGENCIES RESPONSIBLE FOR PREPARING A U.S. 

POSITION ON THE NAIROBI PROTOCOL ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING 
WHAT APPROACHES OTHER OECD MEMBER STATES HAVE TAKEN OR ARE 
CONTEMPLATING WITH REGARD TO IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS ANNEX. 

(MUCH OF THIS INFORMATION MAY BE AVAILABLE AS A RESULT OF 
HOST COUNTRIES' EXPERIENCES WITH ANNEX E(I), WHICH IS 
SIMILAR TO ANNEX E(II).) WE THEREFORE REQUEST INFORMATION 
ON HOW YOUR HOST GOVERNMENT IS TREATING THE FOLLOWING 
QUESTIONS: 

A) HOW IS A "HANDICAPPED" PERSON DEFINED? 

B ) HOW IS "SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR" DEFINED? WOULD THIS 
INCLUDE ARTICLES SPECIFICALLY ADAPTED FOR THE HANDICAPPED 
OR ARTICLES WHICH COULD BE USED BY HANDICAPPED AND NON 
HANDICAPPED? 

C) HOW IS "EQUIVALENT" DEFINED? WHAT CRITERIA WOULD BE 
USED TO MAKE EQUIVALENCY DETERMINATION? 

D) HOW IS "INSTITUTION OR OTHER ORGANIZATION CONCERNED 
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WITH EDUCATION OR ASSISTANCE TO SUCH PERSON" DEFINED? 

WILL THE GOVERNMENT CONSIDER INCLUDING INDIVIDUALS OR 
COMMERCIAL ORGANIZATIONS? 

E) DOES HOST COUNTRY PLAN TO USE A DEFINITION OF ARTICLES 
FOR THE HANDICAPPED, A LIST OF SUCH ARTICLES, OR SOME 
OTHER APPROACH IN DETERMINING COVERAGE? 

F) HOW DO HANDICAPPED PERSONS GENERALLY OBTAIN THE 
ARTICLES WHICH THEY, BUT NOT NON-HANDICAPPED PERSONS, 
REQUIRE? IF THROUGH INSTITUTIONS, ARE THE ARTICLES 
GENERALLY PROVIDED FREE? 

3. FOR BRUSSELS (OTHER ACTION ADDRESSEES FYI ONLY) - 
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WE UNDERSTAND THAT EC COMMISSION IS CONSIDERING PERMITTING 
DUTY FREE ENTRY UNDER ANNEX E(II) WITHOUT REGARD TO ANY 
EQUIVALENCY TEST, UP TO THE POINT WHERE A DOMESTIC 
MANUFACTURER CLAIMS INJURY AS A RESULT OF IMPORTS. HOW 
WILL INJURY BE DETERMINED? 

4. FOR OTTAWA - IS THERE ANY CHANGE IN GOC RELUCTANCE TO 
CONSIDER BECOMING AN ADHERENT TO THE PROTOCOL? VANCE 
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